
Autumn Newsletter – October 2010 
 
 
Hello to all members, 
 
Since our last newsletter in early May, a lot has been happening in the O’Shea yDNA Project. 
We have had several new members join the project and we would like to give them a warm 
welcome. One new member who tested with Ancestry.com is listed in the Tipperary/Kilkenny 
Group on our own results’ spreadsheet. 
 
Sharon Shea Bossard has donated another yDNA kit for use on a suitable Kerry O’Shea. We 
thank her for this generous gesture and as always welcome any donations to help with 
upgrades. 
 
Matches on 12, 25, 37 and 67 yDNA Markers 
 
Of most interest to people in yDNA Projects is finding who they match. Matches at 67 markers 
can be quite conclusive. Matches at 37 markers are very useful but matches at 25 markers or 
12 markers are not very helpful in separating out the different family lines. 
 
Several people in the O’Shea Project have recently upgraded from 37 markers to 67 markers. 
Especially noteworthy is one case where there was a 37/37 marker match and when the two 
people upgraded, they were 64/67 with mismatches on just three markers out of the full 67. 
This confirms the closeness of their two family lines and separates them from some of the 
others who have also upgraded to 67 markers. 
 
Of course when you get close matches you want to look at the paper trail to see if you can 
find your “most recent common ancestor” (MRCA). We ask all members of the project to let 
us know if you manage to get back a bit further in your paper trail so that we can update your 
“earliest ancestor” information on our records. Several O’Sheas, involved in the O’Shea yDNA 
Project, have made trips to Ireland this year. 
 
In our own results spreadsheet, you will see a small second Kerry Group has been formed. 
This comprises one O’Shea family with ancestry in Cahirtrant on the Dingle Peninsula, one 
family which has been in Beaufort near Killarney for over 150 years and a third family which is 
in the USA. The yDNA of this group is very different from the main Kerry Group although it is 
R1b1b2. 
 

If you want help with analysing your results, please ask. 
 
SNPS Discussion 
 
On the SNP front, Family Tree DNA eventually confirmed that kit 34730, which was previously 
designated as U-106 is actually L21+ (R1b1b2a1b5). This corresponds to the results of others 
in the main Kerry Group. 
 
A Deep Clade test is a way to refine your position on the Y-Haplotree no matter which y-
Haplogroup your results are in. The main O’Shea Groups are all R1b1b2a1b5 which is 
defined by the L21 SNP.  Much research is being carried out to refine the y-Haplotree in 
general and several Irish clusters have been identified downstream of  L21. These include 
Irish Type I, South Irish (Irish Type II), Irish Type III (Dal gCais) and the 4th Irish/Continental 
Cluster (Irish Type IV). 
 
An interesting development in the O’Shea Project is that one member (Kit No. 140951) has 
had a positive result for the recently discovered P314.2 SNP. This SNP was discovered in the 
“L21+ Walk the Y” Project. It is early days yet but the SNP is downstream of L21 and it is 
being investigated, by testing as many candidates who are likely to be positive on this SNP. 
 
The results spreadsheet: http://www.osheaclan.org/OShea_Results_2010.xls shows the 
breakdown of results including some new headings like “South Irish” since a small number of 
members fit the criteria for inclusion in this subset of L21. 
 
You may remember that our Tipperary/Kilkenny Group members fit the criteria for the L21+ 
“4th Irish/Continental” (Irish Type IV) cluster. What may be of interest, especially to the 



Tipperary/Kilkenny Group, is that a man with the surname Butler, who fits the “4th 
Irish/Continental”  (or Irish Type IV) haplotype, is now in the Family Tree DNA “L21+ Walk the 
Y” Project”. The Walk the Y (WTY) projects actively search for new SNPs so we look forward 
to finding a possible SNP to define this cluster when the testing goes ahead. Testing will go 
ahead when the $750 cost is raised. Note, James O’Shea has set up a website with a list of 
people who are in the 4th Irish/Continental (Irish Type IV) cluster: 
http://sites.google.com/site/irishtype4 
 
There is also an O’Donoghue representing the South Irish/Irish Type II in the L21+ Walk the Y 
Project so we hope for new SNP(s) to be found for the South Irish. Testing is already going 
ahead for this man. 
 
Irish Genome Sequenced 
 
Recently, there was news of the first Irishman to have his genome sequenced. Professor 
Brendan Loftus from the UCD Conway Institute led the team which included Dan Bradley of 
the Smurfit School of Genetics, TCD. The team used data from a previous genotyping study 
to select a suitable Irish male representative for sequencing. The man whose genome was 
sequenced was said to be L21+ (or S145+) and negative on the other known SNPs 
downstream of L21. The paper can be accessed freely at: 
http://genomebiology.com/content/pdf/gb-2010-11-9-r91.pdf 
 
Perhaps, this study will help in the search for SNPs for those who do not yet have a known 
SNP downstream of L21. 
 
Other News 
 
Do check out our results webpage at: 
http://www.osheaclan.org/OShea_Results_2010.html 
where you will find additional information. 
 
It is getting easier to do Irish genealogical research online. As we have reported in previous 
newsletters, more and more Irish genealogical records are becoming available FREE online. 
The 1901 Census at the National Archives website is the most significant addition, since our 
last newsletter: http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/ 
 
There are also some Catholic Church records for Cork and Carlow at: 
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie 
 
As always, we welcome your comments and queries. You can email us or comment on 
the O’Shea blog which is attached to the O’Shea website. 
 
The O’Shea Ancestry Group at Facebook is another way to get communicate with each other: 
http://www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=254766965630&ref=search 
 
Set up by Tad Shay, the O’Shea Ancestry Facebook group is dedicated to your O’Shea 
Ancestry! Check it out. 
 
On behalf of the O’Shea yDNA Project 
 
Regards, 
Margaret Jordan 
www.osheaclan.org 
 


