
O’Shea yDNA Project Spring/Summer Newsletter 2011 
 
 

Hello to all members of the O’Shea yDNA Project especially those who have joined us since 
the last newsletter (October 2010). 
 
There have been several developments at family Tree DNA over the past several months: 
 

• Change of y-Haplotree nomenclature 
• New 111 Marker yDNA test 
• FTDNA yDNA Certificates no longer mailed to people 
• New SNPs downstream of L21 
 
 

Change of y-Haplotree Nomenclature 
 
When you look at your y-haplotree webpage at Family Tree DNA, you will see what your y-
haplotree designation is. For example, people whose yDNA was described as y-haplogroup 
R1b1b2 are now R1b1a2 and people who were R1b1b2a1b5 are now R1b1a2a1a1b4.The 
Family Tree DNA Draft y-haplotree details are at: http://ytree.ftdna.com/index.php 

 
 
New 111 Marker yDNA Test 
 
Family Tree DNA now tests on 111 yDNA markers. It is not yet known how useful the 68 to 
111 markers will be, as not enough people have tested on them yet. 
 
The 38-67 marker test is useful in several clusters as it can help to identify signature markers 
in that range but the 26-37 markers still remain the most useful in subdividing close matches 
into sub branches. 
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SNPs Downstream of L21 
 
There are many SNPs available for the various yDNA haplogroups and more are being 
discovered as time goes on. The majority of members of the O’Shea Project are R1b1a2 and 
also predicted to be R1b1a2a1a1b4 (L21+). Several O’Sheas have been confirmed L21+ by 
Deep Clade testing. Note that more recent Deep Clade testing has included more SNPs as 
standard than in the past. Below is a diagram of the SNPs which are identified as being on 
the y-haplotree downstream of L21. 
 



 
 
A SNP has been found downstream of P314.2. This SNP is called L362. Some of the people 
who tested positive for P314.2 are also positive for L362 but not all. One O’Shea is P314.2+ 
but has not tested yet on L362. L362 is not yet shown on the y-haplotree. 
 
Many other SNPs exist to delineate subclades of L21 but there is a vast swathe of L21+ 
which struggles to have a SNP to subdivide it further. The “South Irish” category is one such 
cluster. We have a few members who fit the criteria for inclusion in the “South Irish” cluster.  
 
Significantly, our main Kerry, Cork and Tipperary/Kilkenny Groups are also in need of a SNP 
downstream of L21. 
 
Recently, a SNP named L513 has been discovered downstream of L21+ and it is not yet 
known how widespread it is.  
 
The “L513 negative“groups include: M222+, P314.2+, L159.2+, Irish Type II/South Irish and 
M222+.  
 
However, the “L513+” people include: L193+, some 11_13 people. See the 11_13 Project for 
details: http://www.familytreedna.com/public/R-L21-1113Combo/default.aspx?section=news 
 
Mike Walsh, who is very involved in the L21+ and 11_13 projects, is hoping that one O’Shea 
who is also a member of the 11_13 Project will test on the L513 SNP.  Recall, our main Kerry 
Group fits the criteria of the 11_13 Project (a value of 11 or more on DYS406s1 and a value 
of 13 or more on DYS617) and most of the group have joined the group. 
 
The L513 SNP is predicted to be old and may therefore extend across many of the sub 
branches of 11_13. 
 
Mike Walsh is also hoping that someone who is in the 4th Irish/Continental (Irish Type IV) 
cluster will test on L513. Remember, our Tipperary/Kilkenny O’Sheas falls into this cluster. 
 
 
Family Tree DNA Charges for Official Certificates 
 
Previously, Family Tree DNA automatically sent 
certificates to people on completion of yDNA and other 
testing but Family Tree DNA now charges for 
certificates. So if you tested in the past year and didn’t 
receive an official certificate and other documentation, 
you have to order and pay for a hard copy or you can 
print off the certificate yourself from your personal 
webpage at family Tree DNA. 

 
 
Don’t forget to add your results to www.ysearch and to join your most suitable y-haplogroup 
project. 
 
On behalf of the O’Shea yDNA Project 
Margaret Jordan (m.jordan346@gmail.com) 
www.osheaclan.org 


