
O’Shea yDNA Project Update December 2011 
 
 
The O’Shea yDNA project continues to grow and has acquired several new members 
since the last newsletter in August 2011. Some of these have already received their 
yDNA results and have been added to the appropriate group in the O’Shea yDNA 
results chart. Some members have upgraded to 67 markers with a few upgrading to 
the full 111 markers. Another member is awaiting results of his Deep Clade test. 
 
Family Tree DNA Holiday Sale 
In the sale, it is just $79 for an upgrade from 37 to 67 markers. This could be of 
interest to the Kerry group members and the Tipperary/Kilkenny group members. 
However, for the NW Cork members, the 38-67 markers do not show any notable 
mutations in this set of markers, to help subdivide this group. Note there is no sale on  
68-111 marker upgrades at the moment but FTDNA may offer one later. Upgrading to 
111 markers seems particularly useful for the main Kerry Group. 
 
It might be a good time to buy that gift of a yDNA kit for a relative as the sale on new 
kits is as follows: 37 marker yDNA is $119 and a 67 marker yDNA test is $199. 
 
See: http://www.familytreedna.com/public/oshea/default.aspx?section=news for full 
details. 
 
 
SNP Testing 
One member representing the NW Cork Group has tested positive on Z255 which is 
one of the newly discovered SNPs downstream of L21 and parallel to L513 (which is 
the SNP the main Kerry Group have). The O'Shea who is Z255+ is also L159.2- . 
 
The Tipperary/Kilkenny Group of O'Sheas (Shees also) seems to represent people 
who came to Ireland with the Normans. They are in the Irish Type IV (4th 
Irish/Continental) cluster. This cluster does not have a SNP downstream of L21 as 
yet. We are keeping an eye on L744, L745 and L746 but we feel we can’t recommend 
testing on these SNPs at the present as there isn’t enough evidence to say that there is 
a good chance that the Tipperary/Kilkenny Group members would be positive on any 
of them.  These SNPs may be of interest to our Tipperary/Kilkenny group members in 
the future. Then we may ask for volunteer testers. 
 
One member of the main Kerry Group tested on DF21 (mentioned in August 
newsletter) and the result was negative for this SNP, as expected. Another member of 
the O’Shea Project in the “South Irish” cluster also tested negative on this SNP and 
DF5. So far no SNP has been found downstream of L21 for the South Irish cluster. 
 
If you plan to test on one of the newly discovered SNPs, please talk to one of the 
project administrators first. 



 
 
Family Tree DNA Conference 
Dick attended the Genetic Genealogy Conference sponsored by Family Tree DNA 
(FTDNA) on behalf of the O’Shea yDNA Project.  This annual conference is open to 
all the voluntary project administrators and this year was attended by 200 
administrators from around the world.  Dick reports that there were two days of 
presentations, some of which were outstanding.  The most interesting talks were on 
the Genographic Project, the links between the genomes of Neanderthal and earlier 
peoples to modern humans, and talks on Family Finder (the autosomal DNA test). 
 
So far, two people (Dick and another member) in the O’Shea yDNA Project have 
done the autosomal Family Finder test as well as a yDNA test. In his results, Dick had 
50 people shown as probable relatives, but was only able to prove his relationship to 
two of them with a paper trail, and he identified two more definite relatives who 
connect with him before the start of the Irish records.  Initial reactions show that you 
need an excellent paper trail on your family to determine kinship. Note that this type 
of testing does not overlap with yDNA testing which we are solely concerned with 
in the O’Shea yDNA Project. 
 
Our website is at: www.osheaclan.org where you can see yDNA results etc. There are 
four contact names and addresses there including Sharon Shea Bossard and the three 
yDNA Project co-administrators (see below). 
 
Note that online records for Ireland are continuing to be rolled out so it may be easier 
to combine yDNA testing and the paper trail to find those elusive ancestors. 
 
Best regards from the Administrators of the O’Shea yDNA Project. 
 
Margaret Jordan 
James O’Shea 
Dick Shea 
 
P.S. Please let us know if you do not wish to receive these project updates. 


